MAN BEHIND THE VISION
Lahore Knowledge Park (LKP) is
embodiment of the vision of Chief
Minister Punjab, Muhammad
Shehbaz Sharif. LKP will be marked
as a substantial step in the
socioeconomic development of the
country. Accentuating on commercial research, innovation and
entrepreneurship, the project aims to transform Pakistan as the
regional gateway to the global knowledge economy.

IGNITE
LKPC IN HOUSE JOURNAL-VOL VII
Prospects of Setting-up Pak-Korea University
LKPC Firmed-up the Arrangements to Host
King’s College London
Infrastructure Development Authority of Punjab
(IDAP) has been Taken on Board as Executing
Authority for Construction Works at LKP
Affirmative Consultations Held to Join HEC Knowledge
Unit under China Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC)
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NEWS ROUNDUP
MESSAGE FROM SECRETARY HIGHER
EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (HED)

CONSULTATIONS HELD WITH HEC CPEC UNIT

In a recent development,
Mr. Nabeel Awan, a career
civil servant, has been
appointed as Secretary
Higher Education
Department. The editorial
team recorded his
message for this issue.
“This is an unprecedented
initiative of the
Government of Punjab. If
we are able to implement it in letter and spirit, it will
go a long way in brightening the future of our
generations. As a team at Lahore Knowledge Park
Company, we will leave no stone unturned to bring
the vision of Chief Minister Punjab to effect. Initially,
there have been challenges, but we will ensure to iron
those problems out and implement it in efficient
manner”.

EXPLORING PROSPECTS TO SET-UP PAK-KOREA
UNIVERSITY (AT LKP)
As part of the academic outreach drive, a discussion
session was held with Korea Advanced Institute of
Science & Technology (KAIST) on July 28th 2017.
Professor Bowon Kim, Associate Vice-President, Office of
Planning and Budgets from KAIST Seoul Campus and
Prof. Jay H. Lee, Associate Vice President for International
Office and Mr. Jungil
Lee, Manager of
International
Relations Team from
KAIST Daejeon
Campus virtually
joined the meeting.
Dr. Atta-ur-Rahman,
Member of
Committee on
Video conversation
Academic Affairs,
with the representatives from KAIST.
Lahore Knowledge
Park (LKP) led the discussion along with Ms. Sania Khan,
Senior Manager International Outreach & Corporate
Affairs. The discussion particularly involved exploring the
prospects of setting up Pak-Korea University at LKP with
focus on Manufacturing and Engineering Sciences.
Representatives from KAIST showed keen interest in
developing partnership with LKPC. Both parties affirmed
to take the discussions forward in the due course of time.
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Pursuing the strategic objectives, LKPC’s outreach team
held talks with Lt. Gen. (R) Muhammad Asghar, senior
representative from the CPEC unit of Higher Education
Commission (HEC), Pakistan. Session involved exploring
the prospects of hosting Pak-China University at LKP
under CPEC
Knowledge
Corridor. Both
parties
exchanged views
on the ways
Pakistan’s
geopolitical
significance has
been enhanced
Team of LKPC during a video conversation
through CPEC and
with Lt. Gen. (R) Muhammad Asghar.
the pertinent
importance of
knowledge exchange between the two countries. Dr.
Zubair Iqbal Ghouri, CEO LKPC highlighted the salient
features of LKP signifying it as a catalyst to revive the
avenues of higher education in the country. Both parties
reviewed partnership options to be taken-up with
Chinese institutions and identified Engineering, Applied
Sciences and ICT as potential academic disciplines to
collaborate with Chinese Academic Institutions.
Discussion concluded with the plan to hold meetings
with delegations of high-ranking Chinese universities in
the month of September, 2017 in Islamabad at an event
arranged by HEC.

DISCUSSING THE ARRANGEMENTS WITH KING’S
COLLEGE LONDON
As an imminent arrangement, LKPC is planning to setup
King’s College Hospital (KCH), Punjab at Lahore
Knowledge Park. KCH, Punjab will be offering medical
degree programs and clinical trainings accredited by
Royal College of Surgeons & King’s College Hospital
London. A consultative session was held with King’s
College London on August 21st 2017 to take the
preliminary plans forward into substantiation. During
the session, decisions were made around the modalities
of land lease to establish KCH, Punjab. It was also
discussed that hospital’s management committee will
be supervised by senior personnel from King’s College
London. 1500 paramedics will be trained before the
start of operations at KCH Punjab. Constitutional and
operational model of the teaching medical facility was
also discussed in detail.
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STEERING THE STRATEGIC ROADMAP FOR LKPC
Dr. Zubair Iqbal Ghouri,
CEO LKPC called on
Dr. Atta-ur-Rahman,
former Chairman of Higher
Education Commission
(HEC) of Pakistan and the
frontline scientist to seek
his advice on devising
From left to right, Dr. Atta-ur-Rahman
strategic conduit for
with Dr. Zubair Iqbal Ghouri, CEO LKPC.
LKPC’s academic outreach
drive. Both had a detailed
discussion on the prospects of partnerships with the
universities in France, Germany, UK and USA to establish
their campuses at LKP. Meeting involved progress review
of Pak-Italy University of Engineering, Science &
Technology which is going to be set-up at LKP. The
project is expected to take-off in September 2017 with a
feasibility study and the university will be functional by
fall 2018. Dr. Rahman is the Chair of LKPC’s Steering
Committee on the project of Pak-Italy University and is
also a member of LKPC’s academic committee of experts.

CAMBRIDGE TEACHING AWARD CEREMONY
Mr. Zubair Iqbal
Ghouri, CEO
LKPC was a
keynote speaker
at Cambridge
Teaching Award
Ceremony
organized by
ICD, Cambridge
English
CEO LKPC speaking at Cambridge
Authorized
Teaching Award Ceremony.
Center in
collaboration with Higher Education Department
(HED), Government of the Punjab. The ceremony was
arranged at a local hotel in Lahore on August 4th,
2017. LKPC is also in talks with the University of
Cambridge, UK to establish the campus of foreign
varsity at Lahore Knowledge Park.
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NEED FOR PRO-POOR
INNOVATION POLICY
Countries with robust innovation policies and a
leadership fully committed to implement them are
progressing rapidly, leaving others far behind. The
importance of innovation for national competitiveness
and industrial growth is well established. Even nature
has shown us that species, which fail to innovate or
adapt to change, become extinct. This also applies to
firms and organizations as it does to countries and
civilizations. Innovation is essential not only for
industrial growth but for the survival of our nation.
Therefore, public policy must focus on creating
demand for innovation and indigenous technology
capability building.

This requires Pakistan to invest a minimum 4-5 percent
of its GDP in education and ensure access to quality
education for all, strengthen scientific infrastructure and
promote higher education to increase its knowledge
generation capacity. This can result in significant social
and economic benefits to society, provided it is
complemented with a catalytic policy framework so that
the generated knowledge at the universities and
research organizations can be commercialized, used and
diffused. We need to invest in both S&T and DUI (Doing,
Using and Interacting) type of learning. The S&T learning
is concerned with human development, promotion of
scientific research and codification. Equally important is
DUI type of learning at firms, which involves on-job
training, production engineering, design, quality control,
management and marketing.
Unlike the S&T strategies and plans, which are generally
pushed by Public Policy through increase in R&D
expenditure, private firms pursue the innovation goals.
Public policy stimulates demand for innovation through
appropriate incentives and regulations. These include
tax incentives for stimulating firm level learning,
promotion of private R&D or salary incentives for hiring
of skilled engineers. Incentives for inter-firm
collaboration to achieve scale economies and establish
linkages with global production networks have been
successfully used by both developed and East Asian
countries including China and India. Regulations for
promotion of international manufacturing and
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productivity standards, for protection of Intellectual
Property and settlement of disputes through fast
commercial courts are some important policy
instruments for promotion of innovation. Competition
creates demand for innovation and therefore
competition both in import substitution and export
industry needs to be encouraged through
implementation of competition laws and the immediate
revival of the National Competition Commission.
Moreover, focusing on pro-poor innovations could help
to address rural poverty. There are important pro-poor
innovation lessons that can be learnt from China. In 1998
China started producing electric bikes indigenously with
just 12 producers who produced over 56,000 units per
year, whereas conventional bike production stood at 42
million in the same year. The policy instruments favored
predominantly the efficient, low cost and environment
friendly commuting solution for the masses that obviate
the huge public investments in mass transport systems
and subsidized the electric bike market. As a result, in
2010, within 12 years, China was able to dominate the
electric bike market, where 2000 producers were
manufacturing 30 million units of electric bikes, 80% of
which were sold domestically. From component
manufacturing to mining of Lithium - the major
component used in manufacturing the batteries for the
bikes - domestically as well as in other countries like
Chile, Argentina and Australia, the Chinese government
channelized their investments in the sector through
China Investment Corporation. Currently, due to timely
and well-planned policies at national level, China has
emerged as the leading producer, consumer and more
significantly an exporter of electric bikes in the world.
The energy crisis that our country is facing today could
have been avoided with long term planning for efficient
use of resources and a mixed energy use strategy. For
example public purchasing to install solar water heaters
on public buildings and providing incentives to firms to
use solar water heaters could spur innovation in this
field. Local firms should be encouraged to manufacture
solar water heaters in collaboration with local
engineering universities. We should manufacture wind
turbines at the Heavy Mechanical Complex in joint
venture to exploit our wind energy potential in Sindh
and Northern areas. We should utilize our vast coal
reserves to manufacture smoke free coal briquettes and
supply them to our rural population as cooking fuel and
use coal gasification technologies for energy production
in joint venture with foreign firms.
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The different means to acquire technology and tap into
global knowledge flows mainly include the deliberate
transfer of technology by procurement, licensing and
turnkey projects and through FDI. Multi-National
Corporations (MNCs) not only bring in superior
technology to the host country but they also create
learning opportunities for domestic firms resulting in
increased TFP (total factor productivity). FDI can add
value to the host economy, both directly through job
creation and tax revenues, and indirectly by technology
and productivity spillovers to local firms. A policy
framework conducive to inter-firm interaction, joint
ventures and learning is needed. This could be in the
form of discouraging ‘green-field investments’ where
MNCs are allowed to have 100% ownership of the local
firms. The emphasis should be on joint ventures with
some degree of local ownership.
Demand for innovation is also created through priority
setting or identifying areas for specialization as no
country has the resources or capabilities to compete in
all areas. India’s focus on ICT services industry and
China’s specialization in the manufacturing industry are
just two examples from many. Finland is ranked as
number one in global innovation ranking. Its fast
catch-up strategy is based on selecting
Telecommunications as an area of specialization.
Supporting local firms with public R&D expenditure,
provision of high quality scientists and engineers,
encouraging inter-firm collaboration and mergers within
local and with international firms resulted in the
emergence of Nokia as a Multinational firm.
For Pakistan, the need of the hour is to adopt a Pro-Poor
National Innovation Strategy and Plan for its
implementation to address critical issues that are
negatively affecting the social fabric of our society and
hindering economic growth.

An excerpt from the article by Dr. Atta-ur-Rahman and S.T.K Naim.
Dr. Atta-ur-Rahman is the president of Network of Academies of
Science in Countries of the Organization of Islamic Conference
(NASIC). He is Chairman of UN Committee on Science, Technology &
Innovation for UNESCAP and former Chairman of Higher Education
Commission (HEC), Pakistan.
Dr. S.T.K. Naim is an expert on STI Policy and a consultant at
COMSTECH, Islamabad.

