LKP ACADEMIC OUTREACH DRIVE TO EUROPE
LAHORE’S RICH HERITAGE OF ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE
ACTUALIZING THE ENTREPRENEURIAL SPIRIT AT LKP
A KNOWLEDGE ECONOMY BY DR. ATTA-UR-REHMAN
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LKP IN 25 YEARS
Corporate Turnover of

PKR 824 Billion
Corporate Income Tax Revenue of

PKR 28.9 Billion

Labour Income of

PKR 173 Billion
Labour Income Tax Revenue of

PKR 34.6 Billion
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NEWS ROUNDUP
Academic Outreach
Drive in

Europe

In pursuit of the strategic commitment to bring in worldclass academic and R&D institutions to Lahore Knowledge
Park (LKP), the team at Lahore Knowledge Park Company
(LKPC) is reaching out to the potential partners in Europe.

Exploring Partnership Opportunities in France

Towards Establishing Pakistan-France
University of Engineering Sciences and
Technology at LKP

From the left, Mr. Shahid Zaman, CEO LKPC, Ms. Sania Khan, LKPC, Dr. Atta-ur-Rehman, Member Academic Committee,
LKPC, Mr. Christian Lerminiaux, Director PSL Research University, Mr. Francis Jouanjean, CEO CGE, Mr. Emmanual Saur, Incharge International Relations Agreenium, Benedicte Ravier, Head of International Relations EPSCI France and Mr. Claude
de Bellefon from CPE LYON France

In November 2016, the Committee on Academic Affairs, LKP led by Dr. Atta-ur-Rehman, former Federal Minister for Science and
Technology and a renowned scientist, visited France and met with representatives of potential French Institutions to introduce
Lahore Knowledge Park and delve into partnership options to establish a ‘Pakistan-France University of Engineering Sciences and
Technology’ at LKP. The meetings were arranged by the French Embassy in Pakistan.
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At Conference of Grandes Ecoles, Paris
LKP Academic Affairs Committee met
the CEO of Conference of Grandes
Ecoles, Mr. Francis Jouanjean along
with six representatives from top
engineering institutes of France.
Conference of Grandes Écoles is an
accreditation body for all the French
engineering and business schools. The
purposive meeting was intended at
establishing ‘Pakistan-France University
of Engineering Sciences & Technology’.
The prospective university will be setup

ENSTA ParisTech - Directorate
of the French Engineering
Schools

as a consortium of multiple engineering
schools of France or as a campus of
single institution offering degree
programs in multiple disciplines of
applied engineering. The management
of Lahore Knowledge Park will be
extending full facilitation in terms of
provision of infrastructural support and
funding streams for the students.

LKPC Team at ENSTA ParisTech

Dr. Atta-ur-Rehman along with CEO Lahore Knowledge Park, Mr. Shahid Zaman met with Ms. Elisabeth Crepon,
Director of ENSTA ParisTech. The team from LKPC explained the concept and rationale behind establishing
‘Pakistan-France University of Engineering Sciences and Technology’ at LKP. Ms. Crepon appreciated the project
concept and committed to play a key role in materializing the substantial plan.
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Creating Partnerships in Sweden
Working Session with
AI Group and IKED
The LKPC team led by CEO Mr. Shahid Zaman
held working session with Prof. Niclas Adler,
Executive Chairman of Accelerated Innovation
(AI Group) Sweden, Prof. Thomas Anderson,
Chairman IKED, former Deputy Director of
Science, Technology and Industry OECD and
former President of Jonkoping University,
Sweden and Mr. Jassim Sheikh from the
Jonkoping University Sweden on the following
two projects;
Establishing Karolinska Cancer Research,
Teaching and Treatment Institute
Establishing Globally Connected
Entrepreneurship Center & Ecosystem

The discussions were focused at outlining the benefits of the two projects
for the people of Punjab and by extension Pakistan. The preliminary
frameworks of the projects were articulated and it was agreed that a team
of AI Group will visit Pakistan later in this year to present the detailed
project proposal and business model to the company’s Board of Directors.

Visiting Karolinska Research
Facilities in Sweden
Ms. Sania Khan, In-charge International
Academic Outreach at LKPC met the team
of Accelerated Innovation (AI Group), the
partner organization of the world renowned
Karolinska Cancer Research Institute and
Hospital and also visited the Karolinska
research facilities. She was briefed on
institute’s successful international ventures
and the plans to expand further. Benefits and
value of the prospective partnership for LKP
were discussed, including the establishment
of Karolinska Cancer Research, Teaching &
Treatment Institute at LKP.

6

| February 2017

Support from Pak Embassy in Sweden
During the visit Ms. Sania Khan also met Pakistan’s ambassador to Sweden, H.E
Mr. Tariq Azeem and Commercial Attaché Ms. Saima Subah. Ms. Khan apprised the
ambassador on the current status of the project and the ongoing endeavors on the
academic outreach front. Ambassador Tariq Azeem expressed his appreciation of
what he termed as ‘highly needed academic and research initiative’ and assured
Ms. Khan of his complete support and cooperation to take this project forward.

Manufacturing
and Engineering
Sciences
LKP will foster radical research and innovation in the areas
of Manufacturing & Engineering Sciences to improve
products and processes.

Area of Focus
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Actualizing the Entrepreneurial Spirit

Blue Factory- Incubator
at ESCP Europe
Mr. Shahid Zaman with his team also visited the Blue Factory, the European startup incubator of ESCP, the
oldest business school in Europe. Maëva TORDO, Chair of Entrepreneurship ESCP introduced the distinctive
incubation system for the entrepreneurship center. Talks were also held with various startup businesses.
Spirited youngsters working on multiple innovative ideas ranging from digital animation to food industry
showcased their projects. Discussions around creating synergies and getting support from the center to
replicate a similar facility at LKP were also held.

LKPC’s team visited the office of
Hello Tomorrow, the global non-profit
headquartered in Paris which is aimed at
accelerating science & technology innovation
by empowering startups with investment
opportunities, establishing their linkages with
investors and industries. LKPC’s team met
Ms. Sarah Pedroza and Mr. Arnaud Delatour to
talk about the emerging trends of innovation
centers, their impact on the industry and the
need to have globally connected innovation
centers. Hello Tomorrow already has presence
in Pakistan; prospects to build partnership
with LKPC to support the entrepreneurship
center at LKP were discussed in detail.
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Hello TomorrowEntrepreneurship &
Acceleration Centre

Information and
Communication
Technology
LKP will have an ICT hub to enable startups, entrepreneurs
and institutions to expand their economic opportunities.

Area of Focus
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Support by Embassy of
Pakistan in France
Pakistan’s Ambassador to France, H.E. Moin-ul-Haq was briefed on LKP’s
academia outreach drive. The ambassador appreciated the iconic project
and ensured the team full support of his good offices. Ms. Ayesha Saeed of
the embassy’s consular staff was appointed as the focal person to facilitate
LKP in its pursuits of reaching out to the relevant French entities.

Scoping out Exercise in Finland
In continuation of the academic outreach drive, Ms. Sania Khan held detailed
working session with Mr. Willie Erola, Honorary Council General of Pakistan in
Finland and an enthusiast of the concept of building a science and technology park
in Pakistan. Over a productive discussion session, potential academic and corporate
partners from Finland were identified for further contact and advocacy. Ms. Sania
Khan highlighted the priority areas of possible collaboration between LKP and
Finnish research and academic institutions and industry. The session stemmed with
the finalization of an extensive five months plan to network with relevant Finnish
entities for strategic partnerships.

Consultation with Top Brass at Dutch Ministry
The Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Netherlands hosted an
orientation session with the team of LKPC. Mr. Joris Geeven,
Coordinator for South Asia and Ms. Elise Landowski, Policy
Officer, Pakistan and Afghanistan discussed the prospects
of partnership with LKP. The deliberations were aimed at
identifying and engaging academic entities from Netherlands
to become part of LKP on mutually viable business models;
thereby ensuring the provision of quality educational
opportunities to the Pakistani students. The Dutch officials
showed keen interest in pursuing these initiatives with the
Lahore Knowledge Park Company.
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In this regard, H. E Ms. Iffat Gardezi, Ambassador of Pakistan
to Netherlands nominated Mr. Faraz Ahmed, Consular as the
focal person to facilitate LKP. The need to carry out a mapping
exercise to identify potential higher education institutions
was highlighted and it was agreed that LKP and the Pakistani
embassy would work closely to identify and tap prospective
partners.
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LKPC Inks Agreement with OCL to
Spearhead Construction Works on
the Iconic Project

The Lahore Knowledge Park Company (LKPC) has
awarded a contract to Osmani & Company Private
Limited (OCL) to oversee the development work of the
iconic Lahore Knowledge Park (LKP), the nation’s first
Technology and Growth Park. A contract to this effect
was signed in Lahore by Mr. Shahid Zaman, CEO Lahore
Knowledge Park Company and Mr. Farhan Haider,
Executive Director of OCL. Under the terms of the
agreement OCL has been appointed as engineering
consultants for developing the detailed urban design
and guidelines of project. OCL will also prepare the
architectural and engineering design of buildings
within the park and extend project management and
supervisory services for development of infrastructure
and buildings.

Reaching out to the Tech Partners
With science and technology defining its core, LKP is going to be the country’s first Technopolis – a smart city with a futuristic,
technologically advanced, holistic lifestyle. As such efforts are underway to bring in the world’s top technology partners and in this
regard LKPC’s General Manager Information & Technology, Mr. Yasir Fareed visited UAE to hold meetings with leading ICT (Information
Communication Technology) and OEM (Original Equipment Manufacturer) companies with offices in Gulf. During his consultations
with representatives of Huawei, Microsoft and Lenovo, he particularly explored the prospects of establishing partnerships for
Data Center, Enterprise Management, Server Storage and Digital Security solutions as per the requirements of LKP. While in UAE
he also attended GITEX 2016, one of the world’s most celebrated technology events where he acquainted himself with the latest
breakthroughs in ICT arena.

As a note of appreciation for young innovators and entrepreneurs,
Lahore Knowledge Park joined hands with Pakistan Innovation
Forum for the third annual Pakistan Innovation Conference, held
in Islamabad on December 18, 2016. The event attracted a large
crowd including representatives of some of the country’s innovation
centers, business incubators, accelerators and entrepreneurs and
showcased the development and application of STEM (Science,
Technology, Engineering & Mathematics). The Innovation forum
proved to be a most appropriate event to introduce and promote
LKP as the country’s first science and technology park and illustrate
how this mega project sponsored by the provincial government of
Punjab will further innovation and research by facilitating robust
linkages between academia and industry. The forum afforded LKP
team to build linkages with academicians, research scientists and
young innovators.

LKP Sponsored Innovators
of Tomorrow

Panel discussion at PIC 2016
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International Investors and Real Estate Developers Express their
Interest in Lahore Knowledge Park
The Senior Manager Business
Development at LKPC Mr. Asim Mushtaq
visited UAE to attend the International
Real Estate Investment Show 2016, an
annual event that brings together leading
real estate developers and investors from
all around the world.
This year’s show was attended by some
200 real estate developers and investors
from the world’s leading economies,
providing an excellent opportunity
to promote Lahore Knowledge Park.
According to Mr. Asim, investors and
developers from many countries have
shown their eagerness in LKP and have
recognized the iconic project as a great
opportunity for themselves and for
Pakistan.

A mega project with a price tag of USD
One Billion, LKP will be a smart city
with a futuristic infrastructure to house
universities, innovation hubs and startup
incubators, along with advanced lifestyle
amenities including contemporary
residencies, hotels, restaurants, shopping
arcades, a business district, a central park
and significant green areas.
During his visit Mr. Asim called upon
Mr. Abdullah, Commercial Secretary of
the Pakistani Embassy in Abu Dhabi,
who undertook to do everything
possible to bring on board investors,
top businesses and corporates. He also
met with executives of the Pakistan
Business Professional Council including
the Executive Vice President Mr. Riaz

Malik and Secretary Mr. Ethyl S. Suriba
who mooted the possibility of bringing
in German investment in the field of
Biotechnology.
Other potential investors who have shown
keen interest in LKP include the Chinese
electronic corporation ‘Ningbo Al Imran’
and APPLE Inc.’s authorized company
‘Let Me Repair’. These companies have
expanded their work in the Gulf countries
and are now looking for expansion
opportunities further afield including
Pakistan.

Public Hearing of Lahore Knowledge Park
on Environment Impact Assessment Held
A Public Hearing on the Environment Impact Assessment
of LKP was held on December 15, 2016 at Mauza Dera
Rakh Chahi, on Bedian Road, near the project site.
Leading to environment approval of LKP by the Punjab
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), the hearing was
marked as an essential step towards development of
the project. The hearing was attended by EPA’s District
Officer, Environment Mr. Anjum Riaz, executives from
Osmani & Company, the engineering consultants of the
project, officials from Lahore Knowledge Park Company, area
residents and members of the general public. During the session,
the audience were apprised about the detailed master plan of
Lahore Knowledge Park.
Dr. Jamil Kazmi, an Environmentalist from Osmani & Company
gave a detailed presentation on the Environment Impact Study
of LKP and covered various issues related to the area’s ecology
i.e. air and noise pollution, wastewater management, flora and
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fauna indigenous to the surroundings of 852-acre project site.
He stated that the development of LKP entails no resettlement
or relocation of the masses and will in effect improve the overall
environment of the area and talked about the internationally
recognized practices of sustainable development which are
being adopted to preserve the biodiversity, ecology and habitat
of the area.

Media, Arts and
Culture
Building on the agenda of a creative economy based on
our considerable assets in the arts, design, fashion industry,
film making and interactive leisure software design, LKP
will have a Creative, Media and Arts Hub.

Area of Focus
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KNOWLEDGE ECONOMY

T

he single most important factor
that determines the quality of
any educational institution is the
quality of its faculty. To achieve
this we need to select and train
the brightest students in top
universities abroad to reach a PhD
level faculty to student ratio of
about 1:10. This would require us
to send at least 100,000 students
abroad for PhD over the next
decade. However, this alone will
not be sufficient. We need to
attract them back to Pakistan by
creating an enabling environment.
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Knowledge Economy by Dr. Atta-ur-Rehman

T

he world is being transformed at a mindboggling
pace. Science, technology and innovation have
become the keys to this transformation. For this
reason countries such as Korea and Austria have
elevated the status of their ministers of science and
technology or higher education to the level of deputy
prime ministers. This gives them the political muscle
to use education and science as engines of growth
and development.
The impact of one institution on the economy of
a nation can be illustrated by MIT. Some 11,000
companies have been formed by graduates of MIT
who now employ more than three million persons and
have annual sales of two thousand billion dollars. The
sales of these companies alone are about a thousand
times more than the total exports of Pakistan.

In order to follow this path of developing a strong
knowledge economy, we need to first completely reform
the way we teach in schools and colleges in order to
develop a critical problem-solving approach and a curiosity
driven mindset. In order to attract the brightest students
into the teaching and research profession we need to
raise salaries of teachers and researchers so that they can
become the top paid professionals in our country.
The availability of Massive Open Online Courses
(MOOCs) opens up huge opportunities to our students
for free access to quality education from MIT, Harvard,
Stanford, Yale, University of California and other top
institutions. We have developed an integrated version
of MOOCs (iMOOCs) which was launched by the
president of Pakistan some three years ago.
It is available at www.lej4learning.com.pk and is a
treasure house of knowledge and provides school,
college and university education completely free. This
should be introduced into all colleges and universities
so that the system of “blended learning” can be
encouraged in which face to face interaction with
teachers is combined with access to recorded lectures
by the world’s leading authorities in their respective
fields.
These measures need to be combined with a holistic
national policy to transform Pakistan into a strong
knowledge based economy. This will require the
establishment of a clear short, medium and long-term
vision, strategies and action plans for integrating
science, technology and innovation (STI) into all
sectors of the government ranging from industry and

agriculture to health, communications and social
services. Officials in the planning ministry need to be
trained with the help of suitable experts in carrying
out Delphi type Foresight to meet the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs).
Combined with this effort in education we will need
to mobilize our industry so that it can take part in
the manufacture and export of high technology
products. This will require us to strengthen private
industry by establishing world-class R&D facilities
within their premises and incentivize private sector
R&D, access to VC funding, techno parks, funding for
training of skilled manpower and other actions to
promote the development of a knowledge economy.
The government will also need to grant ‘pioneering
status’ to high-tech industries with suitable long-term
tax-free status to promote manufacturing and exports
in high-tech fields, provide government insurance for
under-writing risk in new high technology ventures
and establish a revolving innovation fund to support
indigenous high-technology development in the
public and private sectors.
The establishment of knowledge hubs all along the
CPEC, with clusters of universities, technical training
institutes and industries focused on the manufacture
and export of high-technology products, should be
initiated immediately. These should be in fields such
as engineering goods, pharmaceuticals, new materials,
electronics, defense products and other such areas.
Our Ministry of Planning should link the approval of
all foreign assistance and FDI projects to mandatory
knowledge transfer, so that at least five percent of
the cost of such projects is set aside for training
and indigenous capability development, leading to
national self-reliance.
For this to occur we need to have a visionary
government with highly professional technocrat
cabinet members, who can appreciate the importance
and key actions needed for transforming Pakistan into
a strong knowledge economy.

The writer is a former federal minister for Science
and Technology, former Chairman Higher Education
Commission and a renowned scientist in his own right.

Article Reproduced Courtesy, The News International
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LAHORE LIVE
City’s Rich Heritage
of Academic Excellence

Lahore is a city steeped in history, tracing its beginnings
back to two thousand years. As a second largest city of
Pakistan, Lahore is also a traditional berth for learning and
knowledge. Going back several centuries, scholars from
Baghdad, Iran, the Orient and the Occident sought this city
out and settled here. With a current literacy rate of 64%, the
city is ranked second out of the 34 districts of the province
of Punjab. Lahore hosts some of the oldest and distinguished
educational institutions which starkly contribute in defining
the glory of this city.
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Government College University-GCU
One of the oldest colleges in Pakistan as well as one of the oldest institutions
of higher learning in the Muslim World, GCU was founded in 1864 as an affiliate
college of Calcutta University under the leadership of Gottlieb Wilhelm Leitner, a
professor of Kings College London. Celebrated for its historical roots, GCU prides
itself for having notable scholars and leaders as the university’s alumni. The array
of notables includes the Nobel laureate Abdus Salam, Pakistan’s national poet,
philosopher Dr. Allama Muhammad Iqbal, four prime ministers and several Rhodes
Scholars.

Aitchison College

Kinnaird College

Aitchison College was established
in 1886 by the British as an elite
institution to educate the relatives
of the Ruling Chiefs of the Punjab,
youths of the ‘good families’ and
minors under the guardianship
of the Courts of Wards. The
College is named after the then
Lt. Governor of the Punjab, Sir
Charles Umpherston Aitchison.
Sustaining its legacy, today
Aitchison is an independent, semiprivate boys’ school from grade
1 to 13. The school follows a
curriculum designed to culminate
in International GCE O and A
Level qualifications and is geared
towards preparing students for
university education. The institute
is a Cambridge Examination
Centre.

Kinnaird College is a women’s liberal arts college.
Kinnaird was established in 1913 by the Zenana Bible
and Medical Mission. The Motto of Kinnaird is “Light to
guide us, courage to support us and love to unite us”. In
these simple but stirring words lies the quintessence of
the spirit of Kinnaird, the oldest and most distinguished
women’s college of Pakistan. Kinnaird is an institution
of learning where a unique and productive blend of
education and values has continued to flourish for 103
years. The graduates of this institute continue to make
major contributions to the civic life of Pakistan and to
many communities abroad, where they tend to excel by
virtue of their special grooming at Kinnaird.

Punjab University
Punjab University is one of the oldest and
largest public universities of Pakistan.
It was formally established with the
convening of the first meeting of its
Senate on October 14, 1882 at Simla the fourth University to be established
by the British colonial authorities in the
Indian Subcontinent. More than 36,000
students are currently enrolled in various
disciplines offered by the university.
University of the Punjab has total of
13 faculties within which there are 73
academic departments, research facilities
and institutes. Presently, PU is offering
MS/M.Phil and doctoral degree programs
in 497 disciplines. Two Nobel Laureates
make the list of its prominent alumni
and staff; Dr. Abdus Salam, Pakistani
Theoretical Physicist and Har Gobind
Khorana, the renowned Indian-American
biochemist.
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Area of Focus

Life Sciences and
Biotechnology
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LKP will promote cutting-edge R&D in the areas of
Life Sciences and Biotechnology, to heal, fuel and feed
humanity.
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“Innovation is the
specific instrument
of entrepreneurship...
the act that endows
resources with a new
capacity to create
wealth”.
-Peter F. Drucker
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