“Educa�on is not only equivalent to
worship but is a na�onal obliga�on as
well. No na�on in the world can a�ain
development and prosperity without
the support of educa�on and it is the
foremost right of every child which
deserves tremendous a�en�on.” said
Chief Minister Punjab, Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif on
Interna�onal Literacy Day 2017.
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NEWS ROUNDUP
PROSPECTS OF PARTNERSHIP EXPLORED WITH BEIHANG UNIVERSITY, CHINA
Team of LKPC held a mee�ng with BEIHANG University, China to explore the prospects of partnership with Lahore
Knowledge Park Company (LKPC) to setup its campus at Lahore
Knowledge Park (LKP). A virtual discussion was setup on
September 7th, 2017 which was joined by Prof. WENG Jinong,
Dean of Interna�onal School, Ms. LU Ying, Deputy Director of
Interna�onal Division, Mr. SU Li, Chief of General Aﬀairs Oﬃce,
Interna�onal School and Mr. CAO Qizheng, Program Manager
of Interna�onal Division from BEIHANG University. The
discussion was led by Dr. A�a-ur-Rahman, member Academic
Aﬀairs Commi�ee, LKPC and Dr. Zubair Iqbal Ghouri, Chief
Execu�ve Oﬃcer, LKPC. Discussion involved evalua�ng the
various models through which BEIHANG can become part of
LKPC’s representatives during a video conference with the oﬃcials of
the prospec�ve ini�a�ve of LKPC to establish Pak-China
BEIHANG University, China.
University at Lahore Knowledge Park. Representa�ves from
the Chinese University showed keen interest in joining hands
with LKPC. Mee�ng resolved on a note of gra�tude from both par�es and with the aﬃrma�on to take preliminary
discussion forward to the stage of planning.

HIGH LEVEL MEETING HELD WITH HEC
A mee�ng held with the senior oﬃcials of Higher Educa�on Commission (HEC) in Lahore on September 15th 2017. The
discussion involved chalking out the policy framework to establish interna�onal universi�es at Lahore Knowledge Park.
The mee�ng was virtually chaired by Dr. Mukhtar Ahmed, Chairman HEC from Islamabad. Mr. Nazeer Hussain, Director
General HEC, Lahore was also present in the mee�ng.
Team of LKPC was represented by Dr. Zafar Iqbal
Qureshi, member Board of Directors, LKPC and Dr.
Zubair Iqbal Ghouri, CEO LKPC. Dr. Zubair apprised the
group about progress of Pak-Italy University, which is
going to be the inaugural project at Lahore Knowledge
Park. He highlighted the areas where LKPC is seeking
guidance and support from HEC in terms of developing
the governance charter and administra�ve structure of
the university in alignment with the policies of Higher
Educa�on Commission. Chairman HEC ensured
complete support and emphasized on making joint
eﬀorts to host the interna�onal universi�es at LKP. He Deliberations held on key areas for the establishment of foreign universities at LKP.
formulated a commi�ee of experts to assist LKP in this
regard. It is per�nent to state that LKPC is collabora�ng with HEC on mul�ple other areas including capacity building of
faculty for the interna�onal universi�es which will be established at LKP and ini�a�ves under CPEC Knowledge Corridor.

DEFENSE DAY COMMEMORATION CEREMONY
Dr. Zubair Iqbal Ghouri, CEO LKPC a�ended the Defense Day
Commemora�on Ceremony as the Guest of Honor at College of Arts &
Design, University of the Punjab, on September 20th 2017. The event was
organized to commemorate the valor of our soldiers with which they
successfully defended their homeland in 1965. Vice Chancellor Punjab
University, Professor Dr. Zafar Moeen was the Chief Guest at the event.
Ceremony was also a�ended by luminaries from academia, na�onal
security forces and representa�ves from social sector.
CEO LKPC speaking at Defense Day Commemoration
Ceremony at University of the Punjab, Lahore.
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NEWS ROUNDUP
BETTER TOGETHER-IASP ANNUAL WORLD CONFERENCE 2017

34th IASP Annual World Conference held in Istanbul, Turkey from 26th to 29th September marking IASP’s thirty four years
of accumula�ng and sharing knowledge on global and local innova�on ecosystems. IASP is the worldwide network of
science parks and areas of innova�on. It is an NGO in Special Consulta�ve Status with the Economic and Social Council
of the United Na�ons, as well as being a founding member of the World Alliance for Innova�on - WAINOVA. This year’s
conference was outlined to ar�culate the future strategy for science parks all around the world and how this industry
can accelerate its contribu�on to the global economic development through
innova�on, entrepreneurship and the transfer of knowledge and technology. As
Lahore Knowledge Park is one of the members of IASP (Interna�onal Associa�on of
Science Parks & Areas of Innova�on), CEO LKPC, Dr. Zubair Iqbal Ghouri a�ended 34th
IASP Annual World Conference. As a speaker in the pitch session, Dr. Zubair speciﬁcally
spoke about Pakistan as an emerging Knowledge Economy. He also talked about the
vision and interven�ons of Lahore Knowledge Park to drive a globally connected
innova�on ecosystem for Pakistan. The global gathering was thronged with delegates
CEO LKPC on stage at IASP Istanbul’s pitch session.
from science parks and innova�on clusters, sharing some of the most disrup�ve ideas
and ini�a�ves.

From left to right, CEO LKPC with Bernard from Antelope
France at 34th IASP Annual World Conference in Istanbul.

Delegates at IASP Istanbul from Technoparks around the world.

OUTREACH DRIVE IN TURKEY

CEO LKPC with the representatives from Middle
Eastern Technical University (METU).

As part of company’s interna�onal outreach drive, Dr. Zubair Iqbal Ghouri, CEO LKPC
held mee�ngs with senior representa�ves of Middle East Technical University (METU)
and ODTU. TEKNOKENT in Turkey. The mee�ngs held in con�nua�on to the
preliminary discussions with the delega�on from TIKA (Turkish Coopera�on and
Coordina�on Agency) at the oﬃce of LKPC in July 2017. The purpose of the mee�ng
was to explore the opportuni�es of partnership with the Turkish varsity and
technology park to establish a university at Lahore Knowledge Park.

Lahore Knowledge Park

Knowledge Ambassadors Program
At LKPC, we are making our eﬀorts to advocate the pressing need to have a research-intensive,
high-technology, knowledge-based economy as a signiﬁcant agenda of na�onal development.
To lead the voice, we are engaging the youth from academic ins�tu�ons of Lahore as the
Knowledge Ambassadors of LKPC. The Program is an eﬀec�ve liaison between the
students and LKPC. This is not only aimed at informing them about the
beneﬁts of this trailblazing ini�a�ve by the Government of the
Punjab but also to spark a discussion on transforming Punjab
and by extension Pakistan into a knowledge based economy.
Knowledge Ambassadors will be engaged for a period of 12 weeks and
will be asked to come up with task plans involving various ac�vi�es to drive
relevant discussion among their peers. Students will be selected as Knowledge
Ambassadors against a certain evalua�on criteria for each cohort and will be given the
opportunity to work with the outreach and communica�on team of LKPC in order to raise
awareness, drive advocacy campaigns on social media and to spur the discussions among their
networks. On comple�on of the ﬁrst cohort, Knowledge Ambassadors will be awarded with
cer�ﬁcates of par�cipa�on. The par�cipants will also be contes�ng for Star Ambassador Award.
LKPC is receiving online applica�ons at www.lkpc.com.pk.
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JOIN US
TO IGNITE THE DISCUSSION ON
PAKISTAN AS AN EMERGING
KNOWLEDGE ECONOMY
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RENDEZVOUS

WITH MINISTER HIGHER EDUCATION PUNJAB
SYED RAZA ALI GILLANI

Syed Raza Ali Gillani, Minister Higher Education Punjab.

Syed Raza Ali Gillani was appointed as provincial Minister Higher Educa�on,
Punjab in December, 2016 in the cabinet of Chief Minister Punjab, Mian
Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif. Mr. Raza Ali Gillani is an alumnus of Government
College University, Lahore and has obtained his Master’s degree in tex�le
marke�ng in 1999 from Philadelphia University, USA. He has served as
Member of Punjab Assembly during 2002-07 and returned for a second term
in the general elec�ons of 2008. He has also served as Minister for Housing
Urban Development & Public Health Engineering during 2003-07. Since his
appointment as the Minister Higher Educa�on, he has taken substan�al steps
to improve the overall structure of higher educa�on in Punjab. Our editorial
crew captured his views for this issue of IGNITE on transforming Punjab into a
knowledge based economy and Lahore Knowledge Park as a cornerstone to
this no�on.

In your point of view, what is required to be changed or
improved in order for higher educa�on to have op�mum
impact on country’s economic development?

What are your views on the commitment of Government of
the Punjab to improve the structure of higher educa�on in the
province?

We must connect the en�re panel of higher educa�on with the
industry. Through this linkage, we will get to know the R&D
needs of the industry so that our students could be engaged in
projects of commercial research which will enumerate their
income genera�on opportuni�es and will also enable the local
industry to thrive and progress. I would say cluster based
collabora�on between educa�onal ins�tutes and commercial
R&D is essen�al for higher educa�on to bring a signiﬁcant
economic impact.

Higher educa�on is among the most essen�al prerequisite to
a�ain economic mobility and equitable economic growth and is
at the core of CM Punjab’s vision for a prosperous Punjab.
Higher Educa�on Department (HED) has been mandated to
achieve this vision by iden�fying and fulﬁlling the gaps
prevalent in the current system. In this regard, HED has
eﬀectuated mul�ple ini�a�ves; Faculty Development Programs,
Online College Admission System, Punjab Educa�on
Endowment Fund, CM Punjab Laptop Scheme are few to
men�on. Lahore Knowledge Park itself is a mega-scale ini�a�ve.
We intend to build a fourth genera�on Technopolis in Punjab,
which is going to be a game changer in the sphere of higher
educa�on of the province. This is certainly a milestone to
achieve and signiﬁes the focus and commitment of the
government in this direc�on.

How would you comment on Pakistan’s poten�al to become a
knowledge economy?
Pakistan is a country of young workforce with more than 70%
of its popula�on under the age bracket of 15 to 35 years. We
have a thriving manufacturing sector and an ever growing
service industry. This gives us an extraordinary opportunity to
compete and excel in the global knowledge economy. In order
to u�lize this poten�al, we must provide world-class higher
educa�on to our students in their own country so that they will
not have to spend millions of rupees to get quality educa�on
from abroad. Here I would like to men�on that we are already
working in this direc�on. We are se�ng up campuses of top
ranking Italian universi�es at Lahore Knowledge Park (LKP). We
are also trying to bring French, Swedish, Korean and Chinese
universi�es and R&D units at LKP to oﬀer Bachelor’s and
Master’s degree programs in various disciplines relevant to Life
Sciences, ICT, Manufacturing and Engineering Sciences. We are
determined to transform Pakistan’s poten�al into its
compe��ve edge.
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What is the part that excites you the most about this project
“Lahore Knowledge Park”?
If we look around, both regionally and globally, knowledge
clusters have made a signiﬁcant contribu�on in the economic
accelera�on of the developed na�ons. China, Korea and
Singapore present few very good examples. So the fact, that we
have taken the ﬁrst step to keep pace with the global knowledge
economies is one of the many promising facts about this
project. And then as I men�oned earlier, the youth of this
country will be ge�ng the opportunity to obtain interna�onally
recognized degree programs from top-ranking universi�es at
LKP; this is another forthcoming and exci�ng part.
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